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sensible woman, more influenced by them, than raid of the few little debts which remain to be lid, and I see that everything will go well." On [arch llth, 1850, he writes from JBerditchef that everything is now arranged for the affair his [other knows of," but that the greatest discretion
still necessary. Madame de Balzac is given linute directions about the flowers which are to scorate the house in the Rue Fortunee, as a irprise to Madame Hoiiore ; and as we read, we in imagine Balzac's pride and delight when he rote the name. His ailments and sufferings are >rgotten, and the letter sounds as though written Y an enthusiastic boy. He will send from rankfort to let Madame de Balzac know the cact day that he and his bride will reach Paris; id in order that the mystery may be preserved, ill merely say, " Do not forget on such a day to ive the garden arranged," * and his mother will iderstand what he means. The whole house is ridently photographed in his mind like the houses . his novels. He knows the exact position of ich vase: of the big jardiniere in the first room, ic one in the Japanese drawing-room, the two . the domed boudoir, and the two tiny ones in ic grey apartment. They are all to be filled ith flowers ; but the marquetry jardiniere in the •een drawing-room, evidently the future Madame 'onore"s special abode, is to be filled with " belles, dies jieurs J "
* (C Correspondence/' vol. ii. p. 444.rrespondance," vol. ii. p. 436. f Ibidv vol. ii. p. 438.o  "alzac, 420.ublous  life which awaited   her   as   Madame   Honore   de   Balzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
